
 
 

Appliance Rebate Program: Frequently Asked Questions 

 
I've heard about a "Cash for Clunker" appliance rebate program.  Will Maryland be participating? 

While the program is not officially called the “Cash for Clunker” appliance program, Maryland is participating in the 

Department of Energy’s energy efficient appliance rebate program.  Maryland submitted an application to the Department of 

Energy on October 15th for $5.4 million in funding.  Our program has not yet been approved, but we expect to hear back from 

DOE by early December.   

 

How do I get an appliance rebate? 

If you are a customer of BGE, Pepco, or Delmarva Power, you can get an appliance rebate through your utility right now.  

These are mail-in rebates, which means you can purchase the appliance anywhere, fill out a form with the proper 

documentation, and get a check in the mail.  Allegheny Power and SMECO will be rolling out appliance rebate programs in 

January 2010.  Programs vary by utility.  The stimulus funding will be layered on top of the utility programs, to provide 

consumers with additional rebates on other products.  You will be able to take advantage of both the utility appliance rebate and 

the federal appliance rebate at the same time.  All rebates will be handled through the utilities, and rebates are not retroactive.. 

For more information on the utility programs, visit their websites:  

Allegheny Power (program not yet available): www.alleghenypower.com  

BGE:  www.bgesmartenergy.com 

Delmarva:  www.delmarva.com 

Pepco:  www.pepco.com 

SMECO (program not yet available): www.smeco.coop 

 

Which appliances will be rebated with stimulus money?  

States were free to choose the type of appliance to rebate, as well as the rebate amount for each product.  Maryland has 

proposed a $300 rebate for ENERGY STAR electric heat pump water heaters, a new and very efficient piece of equipment.  

Stimulus funds will also provide at least $25 for super-efficient clothes washers and refrigerators.  Most utilities currently (or 

will) offer a $50 rebate for ENERGY STAR clothes washers and refrigerators, bringing the total rebate to at least $75.  These 

dollar amounts are subject to change, as our program has not yet been approved.  BGE, Pepco, and Delmarva Power currently 

offer other appliance rebates as well; Allegheny and SMECO will offer rebates beginning in January 2010 (see above).  

Allegheny and SMECO programs are not retroactive. 

 

When will the program be up and running? 

We are looking to launch the program in late winter/early spring 2010.  As mentioned above, you may be able to take advantage 

of the utility programs if you’re looking to purchase appliances before then.  The Federal appliance rebate program will not be 

retroactive. 

 

How will I know when the program launches? 

MEA will update our website with the most current information.  To stay up-to-date about this and other MEA programs, sign 

up for our newsletter at www.energy.maryland.gov, by clicking on “News and Events.”  You will also receive marketing 

information from your utility provider, in the form of bill inserts, radio ads, etc. 

 

Are there any other sources of rebates or tax credits? 

For federal tax credits, visit www.energystar.gov/taxcredits.  There are no state tax credits available at this time. 

To find out about manufacturer’s rebates available, visit www.energystar.gov, click on “Products,” then click on “Special 

Offers” (green bar on the right).  Enter your zip code for additional information. 

 

What if I’m not a customer of one of those five utilities? 

MEA will be offering a simplified rebate program for customers of municipal and cooperative utilities.  Look for marketing 

information on the MEA website or with your utility bills sometime in early 2010 for more information. 
 

For additional information, contact Lauren Swiston at 410-260-7522 or lswiston@energy.state.md.us. 
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